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Dear Joan 

 

CHARTER REVIEW DEBATE IN THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 

 

As you are aware, all three debates on the draft BBC Charter and Framework Agreement in 
the devolved legislatures have now concluded, as has the debate in the House of Lords, and 
the debate in the House of Commons will take place today. I have listened with interest to the 
views raised in the Scottish Parliament and was very much encouraged to hear that there is 
much support for the draft Charter not only from the devolved governments, who I have been 
working closely with throughout the Charter process, but also from members of the Scottish 
Parliament. 

 

I wanted to thank you personally for the input of the Culture, Tourism, Europe and External 
Relations Committee to the Charter process. As you will know, many of the recommendations 
made by your Committee have been taken forward in the draft Charter and Agreement.  

 

I noted during the debate that there still remains some concern amongst members of the 
Scottish Parliament that there is still much for the BBC to prove in how it now interprets the 
requirements set out in the draft Charter and Agreement. I too will be looking closely at how 
the BBC delivers over the coming years and look forward to seeing the results of the new role 
that your Committee will take on in holding the BBC to account.  

 

My feeling following the debate in the Scottish Parliament and in Northern Ireland and Wales is 
that we have a strong Charter and Agreement with a wide body of consensus behind it.  

 

Thank you again for your contribution.  

  

 

 

 
 

 

Rt Hon Karen Bradley MP 

Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport  
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